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(SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS UNION > 


FROM “HURTFUL® UCAPAYA Departmen 

Special Denounces “enderson 

His Communist~Dominated Group for Attempting 
“Pestructive Tactics Against Sharecroppers 


Memphis, most stirring convention called by the Southern 
Tenant Farmers’ Union in the five years since it began met in the. 
Labor Temple at Memphis, Tenn., On Sunday, March .19, and by a unan- 
imous vote cut off their union from the *hurtful® affiliation with 
the United Cannery, Agricultural, Packing and Allied Workerse , 


In clear, strong language, the S. delegates--1l2 aceredi- 

‘ted representatives of the 116 locals in Arkansas,. Missouri, Mississ- 

ippi, Oklahoma and TennesSsee--spoke their minds about Donald Hender- — 

son, president of UCAPATA, and his agents wha have been trying to set 
up sharecroppers and workers unions ducal to the Southern Tenant 

Fermers' Union. Whole-hearted support was voted the officers and : 

executive board of the union who reported their efforts to defend the 

Yorganizationcl integrity and meer of the against the 
Henderson attacks, 


With not a single dissenting voice, the convention aka its 


Communist-dominated UCAPAYA and its president, Donald Henderson.*® 
The convention expressed its complete confidence in J. R. Butler, 
president of the §,T.F.U.,and L. Secretary, whom Heng 
had‘ attempted to "sus pend*, 
When it was reported to the sbavention that John direc- 
tor of the C,I.0., had issued «1 statement declaring thit the SeTeF.U. 
could not affiliate with the C.I.0. except throush the UCAPAWA, the 
convention made it plain that the S.T.F. Ue was not seeking such 


 #We shall ‘hold on to our independence. We have built. a s trong and 
devoted union without UCAPAVA. For three years before UCAPATAs was 
thought of the S.T.F,U. had a ‘Wied and true. member ship, Joyal: to 
ideols of iabor.® 


Then, the convention rs} motion. declaring that the 
of future affiliation with « larger and inclusive labor groun shall | 
* be fan open matter® for the executive board to investigate and dfecuss, 
 . _ EMny such affiliation will only be after a referendum or o convent ion 


SOUTH-TIDE ORGANIZATION DRIVE 
Include Whole South, Including Cotton, Rice and Tobacco. 


Memphis Tonn »--By a unanimous vote, the special convention of 
the SoToF.U., voted to launch the organization of the Southern Tenant 
Parmrs ‘tn ‘thirteen Southern states, 


‘Previously limited by UCAPAWA to five states, the Tenant 
_»  Parmors’ Union now has amended its constitution to take in Arkansas, 


SOUTHERN TENANT PARIERS! UNION 


nunciation of *the unprinciplea and destructive tactics of the 
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Virginia, North Caroline: South Caroline Georgia and Alabaine. 


Menbershiy in ‘the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union ‘Me open farm 
laborers, sharecroppers, tenants and small farn owners who work their 
own l@nd. Tobacco, rice, “as. ere included. in the new. 


™ 


fet S.T.F.U. CONVENTION WARNS 


"PEACE". BOARD AGAINST HENDERSON, ELEMENTS 


rare 


Warning the seven leaders of American labor who are negotiating 

ee for peace between the A.F. of L. and the C.I.0. of the "destructive 

. tactics of the Communists seeking to mislead ani subvert the Bona fide 
labor movement,® the special S.T.F.U.. Convention called officic«l 

1 a attention of the committee to the Henderson group und the Communist- 


UCAPAWA, which made a vain effort.to destroy the S.T.F.U. In 

aoe accordance with the convention mandate, Secretary Mitchell has sent . 
individual letters to Harry Bates, Sidney Hillman, John L. Lewis, 
ERSASAE Murray, Thomas Rickert, Daniel Tobin and Matthew Woll, 


S.T.F.U. URGES FEDERAL LEGISLATION 
ee INTRODUCED EY SENATOR JOSH LBZ OF OKLAHOMA 


TO PROVIDE "LAND FOR Tilt. LANDLESS* 


For Making State-owmed Land Available 


! 


} 


new Arkarisas lew which permits tenants and sharecroppcers to secute 


Uatok pressed for the passage of the bill, introduced in Washington 
by Senator Josh Lee of Oklahoma, calling for an appropriation of 
$1,000,000,000 to enable and tenant farmers to achieve 
land 


‘The convention out that, from the beginning, the S 
has aimed to win Yland for the landless*, and has supported and helped 
‘frame Legislation, in state or introduced for this 
and friends of. the Tenent Farmers’ ' Union, de= 
clared the union's leaders, are urged to send letters or postcards to. 


 Senatorc Lee at Was ching tons indicating their support of this 
Measures | 
We are no longer affiliated with UCAPAML, 
34 Our onemies may to slander your leaders. | 
, and organizers. They have already begun this 
in Communist publications. They are to 
hurt the S.T.F.U. Be worned of them. 
| | Bring in new members, 100 "sleeping® 
gee 3 locals have awakened, now that we are quit of ° 
UCAPAWA, We now have a of nearly 300 
loeals. 
- REPORT ALL EFFORTS TO HURT THE UNION TO YOUR ‘ 
-« MEMPHIS OFFICE AT ONCE. 


‘Monphia, tenn Gommending Governor Carl Bailey and. the 


> special convention of the Southern Tenant Farmers 
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National Sharecroppers Yeek during which it makes a special 
(24 to March She 


special committees hard at work planning events, such as pub- 
‘lic meetings, house parties, dinners, concerts, and special 

' theat rical benefits where the spokesmen or the S.T.F.U. state 
their CASO. 


inventor of the cotton picker. 


, HALL OF THE AIR ON THURSDAY NIGHT MARCH 30 AT 9:30 BAST-. ° 


"NATIONAL SRARECROPPERS WEEK 


4-31, 1939 


Every Spring the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union sponsors =. 


effort to acquaint the nation with its problems and to seek _ We 
wider support. This year National Sharecroppers cay is March ee 


‘Many cities in the East, Middle West and the South have on 


Ss. t.8.0, delegetions will journey to distant places to 
acquaint our friends throughout the United States with the 
aims and accomplishments of the only union éf segue 
and tenants in the South, 

a 
Led H. Mitchell, one deleaadion will includes Fe 
Betton of Cotton Plant, Ark., George Smith of Rochdale, Miss, , 
W. M. Tonner, of Brinkley, Arkl, and John Rust, of Memphis, 
Howard Kester will tour the 
cities of the Midwest. D. A. Griffin will mke a swing © ae 
around the Southern circuit. 411 delegations will cover a ey 
large number of Southern cities during the second week in Pepe 


JOHN RUST WILL REPRESENT THE U. ON THE TOWN 


. ERN TIME AND 8;30 CENTRAL TIME. BE SURE TO LISTENIN. 
- MAKE UP A RADIO PARTY IN YOUR HOME FOR THE BENEFIT OF . eer 
TH® SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS UNION. 


UCAPAYA BURIED IN UNTON CEREMONY 
Not @ tear was shed in the special convention of the 
S.T.F.U. on March 19 when Reverend Howard Kester preaghed 
his funeral sermon over the insrt corpse of UCAPAWA, ver A 
out in a blackened cigar box in the meeting hail at t ee 
Memphis Trades end Labor 
bee "I can't think of a good thing to say of the deceased," 
declared Mr. Kester, *"UCAPAWA has been only an irritation 
oe and a vexation. It has done us no good. It is dead beyord CO 
; | In swing ‘while a baviged out 
a rhythm on an unsympathetic piano, the 116 STFU delegates and 7 
forty visitors, marched down to where UCAPAWA lay and 
~ of the brothers end sisters were noved to ex}ress 


Ashes to Ashes and Dust to Dust 
Here Lies a Union Ye Never Could Trust; 
Ashes to Ashes and Dust to Dust nos 
This maf Henderson Has Hushed His Fuss; 


finally and victoriously; 
ASHES TO ASHES AND DUST TO DUST 


BACK TO A UNION WE CAN TRUST! | 
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